Germany – Nature und Culture: 14 days / 13 nights
Day 1 Cologne
Individual trip to Cologne.
Welcome in Germany! Check-in at your hotel in Cologne.
1 night in Cologne

Day 2, Cologne – Boppard
After breakfast we recommend you to explore the city
including the cathedral, an impressive gothic church
monument, the city`s landmark.
Our recommendation: Visit of the Museum Ludwig.
https://www.museum-ludwig.de/en.html
Cologne on the Rhine River
- Copyright Köln Tourismus In the afternoon continue to Boppard, a village in one of the major wine growing areas of Germany.
night in Boppard.

Day 3, Boppard – Boat tour Rhine River – Würzburg
Our recommendations: Morning visit to Ehrenburg
Castle. https://www.ehrenburg.de/en/
(Interesting medieval castle to explore on an individual
tour with great panoramic views and a good restaurant!)
Afternoon: Go on a 1, 5-hour-river cruise on the Rhine
from Boppard to St. Goar (train back to Boppard).
Rheinfels Castle can be visited but only at certain hours.
https://www.st-goar.de/en/rheinfels-castle/visting-thecastle/

Ehrenburg Castle near Boppard
- Copyright Ehrenburg Castle -

Continue to Würzburg arriving there in the evening. 3 nights in Würzburg.
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Day 4, Würzburg

Würzburg – view of Fortress Marienberg
Würzburg and its many churches
Copyright Würzburg Tourismus

The city is located in Northern Bavaria on the River Main, known for its lavish baroque and Rococo
architecture with the 18th-century Residenz Palace being a highlight of this period. The city is within the
heartlands of the Franconian wine country with vineyards on both sides of the River Main. Many
wineries produce the distinctive Bocksbeutel (bottles with flattened round shapes).
Its centre best explored by foot.
Our recommendation: Join a walking tour in the heart of town including a visit of the cathedral (Dom) and
the Marienkapelle. (Chapel of Our Virgin Mary), a highlight of the gothic sacral architecture of the
14th/15th century.
Our recommendation: Visit the Würzburg Residenz. In
the afternoon participate in a live guided tour in
French/English. The former residence of the
Würzburg prince-bishops is one of the most
important Baroque palaces in Europe and was built
in the 18th century.

The Residence Palace and Gardens
Copyright Würzburg Tourismus

What about having a glass of wine in the evening at one of the cosy wine bars, or as the locals do, on
the Old Main Bridge (Alte Mainbrücke)?
Day 5, Würzburg – Bamberg
It`s approximately an hour`s drive to Bamberg. Enjoy a walking
tour of the university town of Bamberg including the cathedral
with its famous Bamberg Rider and the Basilika of the Fourteen
Saints.
Our recommendation: Beer tasting experience (Schlenkerla).
Return to Würzburg late afternoon.
Bamberg Cathedral
Copyright Bamberg Tourismus

Day 6, Würzburg – Nuremberg – Rothenburg ob der
Tauber
Your walking tour of the historic part of Nuremberg
should definitely include the marvellous gothic church
of St Lawrence and take you through the medieval
quarters that were completely destroyed in World War
II. Yet, it gives you glimpses of Nürnberg’s Golden Age in
the 15th and 16th century. Time allowing you will also
visit the Zeppelin Field, the site of the former Nazi Party
Rally Grounds.

In the old town of Nuremberg
Copyright: Nürnberg Tourismus

Our recommendation: For lunch you should definitely try the tasty local sausages (Rostbratwürstchen).
Continue to Rothenburg ob der Tauber. 1 night in Rothenburg ob der Tauber.

Day 7, Rothenburg ob der Tauber – Dinkelsbühl/Nördlingen – Augsburg
The town of Rothenburg ob der Tauber is located on the Romantic Road that runs from the River Main
to the Alps, from the city of Würzburg to Füssen. It is one of Germany’s popular tourist routes. The name
Romantic Road expresses what both domestic and international travellers feel on seeing medieval
towns or the fairy tale castle at Neuschwanstein. Strolling about Rothenburg ob der Tauber is like a
journey through a thousand years of history that seems to be passing by in the very moment …

Medieval ambiance in Rothenburg ob der Tauber

St. Peter and Paul in Rothenburg/Detwang
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Our recommendation: Go on a leisurely walking tour discovering a very well preserved old town with its
ramparts, fountains and gables, a city gate and the impressive town hall building in the half-timbered
architectural style. One of the highlights is the altar in the church St. Jacob, a masterpiece of the sculptor
Tilman Riemenschneider.
In the afternoon you will continue South along scenic stretches of the Romantic Road and might want
to briefly pop into the medieval small towns of Dinkelsbühl or Nördlingen the latter of which sits within
a crater, created by a half-mile-wide meteorite that hit the Earth, the site of Nördlingen today about 15
million years ago.
You will reach Augsburg, one of Germany`s oldest cities, in the early evening. 1 night in Augsburg.

Day 8, Augsburg – Munich

Augsburg – Fuggerei

Augsburg – The Golden Hall in the Town Hall
Copyright: Augsburg Tourismus

Our recommendation: Private 2 hours-walking tour of Augsburg in the morning. The city exhibits a wealth
of architecture, ranging from medieval guild houses, the magnificent Town Hall with its Golden Hall to
the residence houses of the Fugger, a wealthy banking dynasty. Worthwhile visiting is their social
housing complex, the Fuggerei from the 16th-century. Highlights of Augsburg`s sacral architecture are
the St. Mary's cathedral (11th c.) and the onion-domed Sankt Ulrich and Afra Abbey.

Continue from Augsburg to Munich by an hour`s
drive to Munich, the Bavarian capital. The city `s
Italianate architectural splendour and old-world
charm adds a Southern European touch to the
city. The Bavarian capital with more than 100
theatres and museums and a multi-ethnic
community offers a very vivid cultural life. The
annual Oktoberfest with more than six million
visitors during sixteen days has turned into a
global trade mark. The city is home of BMW, MAN
and Siemens and many high-tech and ITcompanies. 3 nights in Munich.
Munich Our Lady`s Church and New Town hall tower
Copyright: München Tourismus

We recommend you the programme for Munich as outlined below:
Arrive at Munich at the latest by 04 pm. Meet Thomas Staender, your personal guide who will take you
on a 2-hours city tour by his car to all places and buildings of interest:
Major sights include the Königsplatz with its Greek and Roman inspired architectural setting,
Odeonsplatz, Ludwigstraße and the university quarter of Schwabing. You will also see the BMW-World
next to the Olympic Park and a photo stop at Nymphenburg Castle, once the summer residence of the
Bavarian kings. End at approx. 06 pm.

Munich Olympic Tower and BMW World

Munich – Allianz Arena
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Day 09, Option 1: Munich – Chiemsee/Lake Chiem (Approx. 9 hours excursion with Thomas)
You will reach Chiemsee by a 1, 5 hours` drive 90 km east of Munich. With weather conditions allowing
you will catch fine views of the marvellous Alpine scenery. Chiemsee is the largest lake in Bavaria and
by the locals called the “Bavarian Sea”.
Our recommendation: Visit two islands a short boat trip from the west bank of the lake. In medieval times
the monasteries of Herrenchiemsee (gentlemen`s isle) and Frauenchiemsee (ladies isle) were centres
of Christianisation in the region. King Ludwig bought Herrenchiemsee in 1873 and laid the foundations
of the castle that later was called Bavarian
Versailles. Following your guided tour (must be a
public tour!) you will continue to the Fraueninsel
and have lunch at a genuine island guesthouse
there. Enjoy a walk across the tiny, very charming
isle where you can find unique art galleries and
fishermen`s huts. Historically a top highlight is the
Romanesque Benedictine monastery, still the
home of nuns of the Benedictine order who
nowadays very successfully manage seminar
facilities. Return to Munich in the early evening.
Chiemsee
Copyright: Pixelio

My services: Private city tour of Munich with my car (2 hours): 110, 00 €
Full-day-excursion to Lake Chiem (8-9 hours): 280, 00 €

Day 10, Munich
Today you can create your programme for yourself.
Our recommended museums for modern art:
 Pinakothek der Moderne https://www.pinakothek-der-moderne.de/en/
 Museum Brandhorst https://www.museum-brandhorst.de/en/
Our recommendation for the afternoon:
 E-bike tour along the River Isar
 Watching the surfers riding the wave of the Eiskanal in the English Garden (Englischer Garten).
A tour (private not possible!) of the Allianz Arena, the home soccer stadium of FC Bayern Munich

(not possible on August 08th due to Champions League match FC Bayern Munich vs. FC Chelsea).
Day 11, Munich – Garmisch Partenkirchen
Garmisch Partenkirchen is located approx. 1, 5 hours South from Munich. We recommend you to visit
the ski stadium and a leisurely walk through the picturesque village of Partenkirchen. At nearby Eibsee
you will board the Zugspitzbahn (reservations are not possible!) to the summit of Zugspitze (2.961 m),
covering a difference in altitude of 1,945 meters, a world record!
Option in case of unfavourable weather conditions for a visit
to Zugspitze. Following our sightseeing programme in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen you proceed to nearby Ettal with the
optional visit of the monumental Benedictine monastery
dating back centuries. What about sampling some different
kind of cheeses in the Ettal dairy factory? 1 night in Garmisch
Partenkirchen.
Ettal Monastery
Copyright: Ettal Tourismus

Day 12, Garmisch Partenkirchen – Füssen
Today you will be travelling further West through the
beautiful Upper Bavarian landscapes offering you a great
many impressions of the marvellous Alpine scenery on your
way to the “Royal countryside”. Pop into Oberammergau,
the village famous of its passion play. You will see a lot of
houses whose walls are painted in the style of the so called
“Lüftmalerei” depicting religious motifs as well as scenes
from every-day-life. From Oberammergau it is a short drive
to Linderhof, the most intimate of Ludwig`s castles. Option
of a guided tour of the castle (must be a public tour!) and/or
in the gardens.
Linderhof Castle
Copyright: Bayerische Schlösserverwaltung

Later in the afternoon you will find out about the myth
of King Ludwig II, the most enigmatic of the Bavarian
Kings. Known for his affinity with extravagance and fine
arts he was called “The Fairy Tale King”. Herrenchiemsee
and Linderhof castles are considered as his top
architectural achievements. Neuschwanstein is the best
known and, regarding its setting, most spectacular of the
Bavarian castles. It served as an inspiration for Walt
Disney`s fairy tale castle. 2 nights in the area of
Füssen/Schwangau.
Neuschwanstein Castle
Copyright: Anton Scher

Make sure to hold a reservation for your live guided tour of Neuschwanstein Castle!

Day 13, Füssen – Wieskirche
We recommend a visit to Füssen, a picturesque town just north of the Austrian border. The town was
located on a medieval trade route, its former historical importance shows in its Gothic castle Hohes
Schloss that houses a regional art museum. The museum of St. Mang's Abbey showcases the history of
the violin-and lute-making industry that Füssen once was famous of.
Tegelberg in the vicinity of Hohenschwangau is very popular with paragliders. An option for an activity
in the late afternoon or in the following morning is a ride with the cable car to the mountain top.
Our recommendation: Visit the Wieskirche. Through many
centuries this church has been an important pilgrimage
destination in Southern Germany, and today is regarded as one of
the top achievements of Bavarian Baroque architecture.

Wieskirche
Copyright: Kurt F. Dominik

End of programme. Individual onward journey.

Our suggested hotels (rooms upon availability):
City

Hotel

Room category

Number of nights

Cologne

4**** Steigenberger

Executive Room

1

Boppard

4**** Bellevue Rheinhotel

Deluxe Apt. with River view

1

Würzburg

4**** Dorint

Comfort Double Room

3

Rothenburg

4**** Romantikhotel Markusturm

Deluxe Room

1

Augsburg

4**** Steigenberger Drei Mohren

Comfort Double Room

1

Munich

4**** Nyx Hotel Obersendling

Space

3

Garmisch-P.

3*** Hotel Garmischer Hof

Double Superior

1

Or Halblech

3***S Landgasthof zum Herz

Triple

2

